Student Understandings and Beliefs about Assessment in the FE-to-HE Transition:

Invitation to Participate in a Student Survey

(Please detach this page and retain for your own information)

You are invited to take part in a survey that is part of a project to help prepare A level and Access students for studying at university. 
Completing the questionnaire takes approx 10 minutes. There are no right or wrong answers - we are interested in what you think and believe about the assessment criteria. Please be aware that only the research assistant at Thames Valley University (Anna Jessen) will be handling the questionnaires. NONE of your teachers will be reading your questionnaire, so your answers will NOT affect your marks.  
At the end of the questionnaire is a separate section that asks for your name and student number. This part of the questionnaire will be detached and stored separately from the rest of the questionnaire. This will be used only to relate your answers to how you get on in your course assessments (again note that this will NOT be seen by your teachers). This will be used only with your permission and will be anonymised so you won’t be identified in the project reports. If you don’t provide your name and/or student number, information about your course assessment information will not be used in the project. 

If you have any questions or want to discuss any concerns you may have about the project, please do not hesitate to contact Anna Jessen at anna.Jessen@tvu.ac.uk or by calling 020 8579 2682.
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1) What are you studying?   (Psychology Access   ( Health Studies Access       ( Other
                 If other, which subject are you studying?  ______________

2) How old are you?                                                 ______________

3) What gender are you?                                         ( Male     ( Female

4) Are you planning to enter higher education such as University in the future? 

                                                                                 ( Yes       ( No       (  Don’t know

5) If yes, which subject are you planning to study?  ______________

Please tick a box to show how much you agree or disagree with each statement 

	
	Strongly disagree
	Disagree
	Neutral
	Agree
	Strongly agree

	I know what criteria are applied to my essays and written work
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	I understand what the marking criteria mean
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	I know I can meet the assessment criteria
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	I know what is meant by “addressing the question” in my essay
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	I know what is meant by “structuring” my essay
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	I have a good idea how to structure my essay to ensure it addresses the essay title
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	I know what my tutors are looking for when they judge whether I understand the issues I am writing about
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	I have a clear idea of how I can demonstrate understanding of theories and concepts in my essays
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	I understand what it means to build an argument in an essay
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	I have a clear idea what strategies I can use to build an argument in my essay
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	I understand how to critically evaluate 
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	I understand what is considered appropriate evidence in my subject
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	I know how to evaluate the quality of a book or journal or internet source
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	I know how to detect bias in written sources
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	I know how to cite and reference material appropriately
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(


True or false statements

Please tick either True or False to indicate whether the statements are true or false. You should also indicate whether this is a guess (‘unsure’) or whether you are convinced this is the case (‘sure’). If you don’t know the answer then only tick ‘don’t know’. 
Here is an example: 

Writing a great essay takes less than an hour

( True  
   ( False
(tick one)


( Sure
              ( Unsure
(tick one)




 ( Don’t know

Developing an argument in an essay is more related to putting one’s own view forward than examining the pros and cons of an issue.

( True  
( False
(tick one)



( Sure
            ( Unsure
(tick one)




 ( Don’t know

A good argument depends on supporting claims with evidence that can be accepted or criticised 

( True  
( False


( Sure
            ( Unsure






 ( Don’t know

When writing an essay one should avoid using complex sentences and elaborate language

( True  
( False


( Sure
            ( Unsure






 ( Don’t know

In order to “answer the essay question”, structuring some relevant material to the essay title is more important than including ALL the right information. 

( True  
( False


( Sure
            ( Unsure






 ( Don’t know

A good introduction is a vital part of an excellent essay

( True  
( False


( Sure
            ( Unsure






 ( Don’t know

Conclusions should not be left out when writing essays

( True  
( False


( Sure
            ( Unsure






 ( Don’t know

Thank you for completing the questionnaire. 

Giving your name and student number will allow us to compare the information you have given in the questionnaire to how you get on in your course assessments and answers given in a follow up questionnaire. This will help us identify whether the workshops on assessment criteria were effective. The information will only be seen by Anna Jessen, the research assistant on the project. Please provide your name, student number and signature below to allow this. 

Name (please print)
 

__________________________

Student number

__________________________

Student signature

__________________________




