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CONTEXT
Many students were unused to the structure and style of academic writing at university.

PROJECT OBIJECTIVES
To improve student writing in first-year modules.

METHODOLOGY
Questionnaire to two cohorts of students and interview of four staff, and text analysis of student
work within action framework.

DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT

Initial student survey showed that:
Students were concerned about language accuracy and volume of reading, and they could not judge
the quality of their essays and the mark they might receive.

Our analysis of student essays demonstrated that:

Rather than writing style or accuracy our main worry was the unevenness of ‘evidence’ within
students’ arguments (though some Italian and Polish students, new to essay assessment,
nevertheless showed great strengths in written argument). Weaker students were plagiarising
popular websites instead of using the material from their reading list.



Staff interviews revealed that:
Three out of four staff interviewed felt that essay-writing skills should be incorporated into module
teaching, rather than left to the Higher Education Orientation module.

Teaching and student support:

Both face to face and VLE-embedded holistic and analytical strategies (genre approach) were
adopted for developing the essay-writing skills of these students, and subsequent cohorts on the BA
in English Language Studies (ELS). In Autumn 2008 new modules were validated for the BA ELS
incorporating essay-writing support across the board. Unfortunately these have not been run as the
university decided to cut the degree from Autumn 2009.

ASSESSMENT OF IMPACT OF PROJECT

Student writing in the first year modules improved. This has not always carried over into the second
year where new students join the degree. Quality of learning has improved as procedures are made
clear to students. Some impact will have been made on staff as the research was broadcast widely.
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AVAILABILITY OF PROJECT OUTCOMES
Publications as shown above.
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Contact: m.colledge@londonmet.ac.uk

FUTURE PLANS FOR PROMOTING PROJECT WORK/OUTCOMES

We hope to give papers on dyslexic students and essay-writing. Steve Jones, my co-partner on the
project, and | are being transferred partially to another department (International Foundation at
London Metropolitan University) and will broadcast the ideas there.
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