Soc. Influence

Essay 1 

What did you think of the essay?

Great; good intro, nice flow, easy to read and clearly demonstrate understanding. 

Did it... 

...address the question?

Yes, it tailors the response to the specific question by


1) including relevant studies

2) drawing conclusions from the studies e.g. “this study showed...”

3) making sure the points/ conclusion are relevant to the essay title


Introduction also includes an interpretation of the question; 

“In order to investigate the extent to which individuals conform, it will look at the type of individuals who conform and the situational factors influencing conformity. In addition it will focus on the explanations for conforming both from the individual and empirical standpoint.” (line 17-20)

Essay is structured in a way that deals with the question


Definition of conformity (line 22-29)

 
Sherif & Asch; most individuals are influenced by majority (line 31-52)


Extent of conformity; type of people most susceptible to conformity (line 54-67)

Conform with our action but private view does not change. (line 69-76)


Conformity does not occur to same degree in all settings (line 78-92)

Did it demonstrate understanding?


Was some of the information incorrect?




No


Were the points made clear?






Yes, it was very clearly explained




e.g. Sherif's study clear and concise





brief methodology and findings, leading to a conclusion;





"...which showed an urge to conform" (line 33)



      Deep understanding



      “It has also been shown that women are more likely than men to conform



      (Deaux, 1991). Deaux argued that this may be because the women in his study



      possessed the traits outlined above.” (line 59-61)

...critical evaluate?

Yes, e.g.

Asch' critique of Sherif's experiment; Sherif's task was ambigious i.e. There was no right and wrong answer (line 39-40

Note: You are being critically evaluative even when you cite someone else being critical towards a study, so you don't have to come up with the critique yourself.

Negative point; Could have expanded on the critical evaluation e.g. 

Critical evaluation of Asch's study e.g. 

1) its contribution to social psychology and our understanding of conformity (pro)

2)  awareness of how common it is to conform (pro)

3) Findings are not generaliseable across cultures and time (cons)



a)



 Asch's study was carried out in late 40's early 50's America. Replications of Asch's



 study in the UK in 60-70's showed that fewer people conformed. 



b)



replications of Asch's study in collectivistic society (e.g. China) showed more people



conforming than in individualistic society (western). 

...include a clearly developed argument?

Argument in essay include; 

most people conform 

some people are more likely to conform than others

conformity is influenced by situational factors i.e. cohesiveness, group size. 

No radical opinion is put forward but essay builds up an argument supported by evidence.

 e.g. “cohesiveness exerts strong effects on conformity” (line 86)

... use evidence?


Did it back up its claim/ argument with research evidence?



Yes, lots of references; at least 2-3 per page. 



Especially good example



“More recent research has shown that people who tend to conform have low self-

esteem (Johnson, 1995), score high on anxiety measures (Bem, 1994), and have



low IQ scores (Weschler et al, 2001). Thus, empirical research support that



people have certain traits which predispose them to go along with the group.”



(line 55-56)



Negative point;



In line 25-26 author does not back up his/ her claim with evidence



“No matter how independent an individual is, one always conforms in one



situation or the other.”

... have a clear structure?


How was the introduction?



catchy, interesting, 



It starts broad; Humans are social beings (line 11)





the forms of social influence(line 13) 



and narrows it down


Did the introduction outline the essays main structure?

Yes, outlines general direction, but also sets out the structure of the essay. It also interprets the question.

Interpretation: 

“In order to investigate the extent to which inviduals conform, it wil look at the type of people who conform and the situational factors influencing conformity” (Line 17-19)


Did the paragraphing reflect organisation of the assignment?



yes


Was there clear links between paragraphs?



Yes, e.g



“Thus, it appears that people who conform doubt their own ability and fully trust the



ability of their peers or group members.



However, trusting the ability of ones peers and doubting ones own ability to



judge does not necessarily mean that people who conform have changed their



private view on a matter.” (line 66-69)


Was the essay easy to follow?



yes


Did the conclusion summarise the main points of the essay?



Yes, it clearly covers what is included in the essay. 



It is also catchy

...use appropriate language?

Incorrect grammar, sentence structure etc.

     Generlly ok, but spelling mistake in line 14; where/ were



use of 1st person i.e. I, me, my, we, us, our





Essay: “we are influenced by those we like” (line 82)




Suggested change: “Individuals are influenced by those they like.” 



Use of contractions e.g. Don't, it's, wont etc. 




no



Use of informal or unspecific terms




No, good



using cautious language





Use of “prove”: “Asch's study proved” (line 78), but otherwise good

Notice: The sentence structure is straight forward and simple and the author is not being overly elaborate, however, he is using specific terms. It is a good rule of thumb to keep sentence structure simple while using specific words. Being clear and concise. 

Essay 2

What did you think of the essay?

It is very confusing and hard to understand. The author writes everything he/she knew about the topic in any order. The structure is non-existing and explanations very poor. 


The author seems concerned with getting down ALL the right MATERIAL in any order


and not structuring some relevant material to the essay title. 


Essay could have been improved by making an essay plan. 

Did it... 

...address the question?


Somewhat; it does in some way because relevant studies are included 


Sometimes drifts of the question; e.g. introduction focus on minority influence (line 7-9)

Main problem

The answer is not tailored to the specific question, but the author writes everything he/ she knows about the general topic area in any order. So relevant studies are included and some points are made but the structure and argument is lacking. 

Did it demonstrate understanding?


Was some of the information incorrect?



Yes; 



Asch's participants were given lines to compare, not paradigms (line 20)



The phenomenon happening in Asch's study is called the “Asch Paradigm” 


Were the points made clear?



No, nothing is made clear e.g explanation of Asch's study (line 19-24) 



1) mix up of paradigms and lines 



2) Essay: “Naïve participant among a group of participants” (line 19-20) 



    Reality: Real participants were placed in a group of people who pretended to



    be participants but who were in fact instructed by Asch to give incorrect



    answers. 



Confusing sentences;



1) “They thing their wrong they thing this because they everyone else seems



      to disagree” (line 16-17)



     2) “conformity is expected in this kind of situation where participants were placed in




 a situation where group size was bound to have an influence” (line 49-50)



     Better sentence construction: “Group size has an effect on the degree to which



     people conform”



When sentences are not confusing, the points emerging are often simplistic



e.g.



“this shows that people do things so they do not feel like outcasts or inferior to



others” (line 25)



Solution



Clearly stating the procedure, the results and then conclude. 

...critical evaluate?

No, not really, but some attempt in 

line 26-7;  “this study was carried out in a time of high conformity”. But the point weren't expanded, so overall the point didn't make sense. 

Line 41-42; situational factors and individual differences affect whether people conform. Again it doesn't make sense 

...include a clearly developed argument?

No, mainly because the points doesn't emerge clearly 

... use evidence?


Did it back up its claim with research evidence?


Limited evidence is included; only Chruthfield, Asch and Sherif is mentioned


The evidence mentioned is badly explained


Claims were not backed up with evidence e.g. 


“Most find that three to five people tend to have more of a conformity effect” (line 50-


51)

... have a clear structure?   No, main problem


How was the introduction? 



Abrupt start and confusing e.g. why is minority influence included?


Did the introduction outline the essays main structure?



No, there is no outline but the essay states what it will focus on in generally; the



author does this by rewriting the essay question in a poorer way (line 11-13)


Did the paragraphing reflect organisation of the assignment?



No, it is even hard to find out where the paragraphs are. Paragraphs could have



been changed around without it making any difference to the essay.


Was there clear links between paragraphs?



No, because there isn't really any paragraphs. There aren't really any links



between sentences either. 


Was the essay easy to follow? 



No, it is very confusing



e.g. Presentation of Sherif's study



The author refers to Sherif's study in line 33, saying that he/she will describe



this study later, then he/ she refers to it again in line 45 and then finally he/she



explains the study. 



Solution



Describe study first and then refer back to it. 



Presentation of Asch's study is also confusing.


Did the conclusion summarise the main points of the essay?



It is hard to work out the main points of the essay so making a good summary

 

is impossible. 



Very general, simplistic and badly written. 

..use appropriate language?

Incorrect grammar, sentence structure etc.


To many to mention;

1) Spelling; e.g. Their/ they're, thing/ think (line 16)


   2) Words sometimes left out e.g.



 “The other reason why people tend (to conform) can be…" (line 52)


   3) Poor sentence structure e.g.



“so we can be accepted by our peers and even to the extent strangers.”  (line 67)



use of 1st person i.e. I, me, my, we, us, our




Many we's e.g.




“we look to others to help us”  ( line 32) 



Use of contractions e.g. Don't, it's, wont etc. 




e.g. Don't (line 64) and weren't (line 56)



Use of informal or unspecific terms




To many to mention e.g. 




“This essay will go to show”. (This essay aims) (line 11)




"they go with" (are influenced by) (line 7)




“This shows that people do things so they do not feel like outcasts...”(line 25) 




(this shows individuals adapt their behaviour to the group norm in order not


 to feel socially excluded) 



using cautious language





ok, he/ she doesn't use words such as “prove” and “flaws” which is good. 

