Description of Assessment Criteria

critically evaluate 

Evaluate= determine the value of something.

Critic =judgment 

how the research has contributed to our understanding in a certain field e.g. Milgram’s study has contributed to social psychology and the understanding of obedience

Similar to evaluate, and the pros and cons of an issue

Argument

Looking at a claim/ or theory from different angles e.g.  “theorist A thinks that this theory is useful because bla bla however, theorist B has highlighted that it is not useful in situations where bla bla bla“

Draw conclusions from research i.e. what does the study show (what argument does it support)

When creating an argument it is important to put forward a “balanced argument” which means not being too one-sided. 

Use of evidence

Arguments should always be supported by evidence for example studies or claims by authors.

Structure


technical structure: intro, main body and end. 


within this paragraphs should follow from each other


within paragraphs sentences should follow from each other

Use of language

genera1ly correct grammar, sentence structure etc. 


avoiding use of personal pronouns i.e. I, me, my, we, us, our,


(academics must try to be objective)


avoiding contractions e.g. Don't, it's, wont etc. 


avoiding informal language e.g.


Words such as “crap”, “well”, “done”, “you”


“He did his study on dogs.” (wrong) “He carried out his study on dogs.” (right) 




being specific; e.g. “done”, see example above


using cautious language; 


“the study proved” (wrong)

“the study supported” (right)


“the study had many flaws” (wrong)
“the study had some limitations” (right)


being concise 

